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Seventy-Five Years Ago

1847 in a Student's Life. A Third* Installment of Excerpts from the Diary of George Beck, '60

Monday, 3rd.

Yesterday was a day which will be long remembered by

many of our number. In the morning Dr. Tappan mentioned

the event of the previous day but deferred the more particular

statement until after the inquest which he was to attend. In

the afternoon the chapel was filled by students & many citizens

of the place and the Dr gave us a powerful lecture choosing

as his text, "One sinner destroyeth much good." On Saturday

immediately after the death of the young man an inquest was

held who dismissed the matter rather summarily. His father

on learning some of the facts demanded a more thorough inves-

tigation and post mortem examination. The facts elicited were

substantially these. That the young man had been desirous of

joining one of the secret societies in college.â€”That on Friday

eve a number of the students under pretense of admitting him

were to put him through a mock initiation the object being to

get him drunk and have some sport. They retired to a dirty

unfurnished & dilapidated room a pail of beer & a bottle of

whisky were procured and they succeeded in getting this young

man drunk and left him for the night. In the morning they

went to chapel & on their return found him nearly dead. A

physician was called but it was too lateâ€”the vital spark had

forever fled the spirit was before its Maker. Several of the

young men were somewhat noted for their evil conduct but

others were no doubt thoughtlessly enticed into dangerâ€”After

the lecture yesterday the students held a meeting & appointed

a committee to draw up a series of resolutions for presentation

this morning also one to present a plan for a college temper-

ance organization. The students met this morn & passed a

series of resolutions condemning the open sale of intoxicating

drinks as allowed by the authorities of the place and commend-

ing the previous efforts of the faculty to have it stoppedâ€”also
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sustaining the general character of the Universityâ€”We meet

tomorrow morning to form a temperance society.

Wednesday, Aug. llth.

How many things a person loses by being poor.

Yet I have no reason to complain for I have been abundantly

blessed. I am by no means certain that I shall be able to

return to Ann Arbor this fall. It will depend upon circum-

stances yet to transpire. I had nearly omitted to mention the

great event of the day and age the successful laying of the

Atlantic telegraph cable. It was announced in the Convention

on the third day by Prof Davies which announcement was

received with great applause.

Wednesday, 18th.

On Monday evening the Queen's Message was re-

ceived by telegraph and last night Lockport was splendidly

illuminated in honor of the event. It was a splendid affair for

this place and was said to excel any of the towns or cities in

western N. Y. Almost everybody appeared to be on the street

for it was completely filled from one end to the other. I know

not when I have felt so much the appropriateness of a public

rejoicing. What a mighty work has been achieved. Another

bond of fraternal union exists between the two most powerful

& enlightened nations on earth. The two continents are in

instantaneous connection. We have much reason to hope that

it may never be sundered but ever remain the medium of a

friendly intercourse.

Thursday, 30th.

I left home on Tuesday eve about 10 o'clock and arrived at

Ann Arbor yesterday morning about 11 o'clock. I proceeded

forthwith to the place where I left last spring and found my

rooms had already been conditionally engaged but I concluded

to wait until next week in prospect of getting them or some

others as the people are very anxious that I stay, and I should

like.to do so very much. I have met yet but one of my class
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etc. A 3% Dr. Tappan gave us an excellent lecture from the

words "having no hope and without God in the world." I do

not usually hear so many discourses in one day for as a general

thing I consider that two are enough. My usual course is to

go to prayers at college at 9 o'clock and stay to prayer meeting

till time for church to attend church in the morning bible class

at noon and either go to Church or to hear Dr. Tappan in the

afternoon and prayer meeting in the evening.

Sat. 22nd On Wednesday we went to a social

and succeeded in exchanging hats with some one not any to my

advantage.

Last evening called on Prof. Clark and spent an hour. He

related to me his adventure connected with the receipt of his

Christmas turkey which was somewhat ludicrous.

A few days before Christmas our class made a contribution

for a turkey for the prof and on Thursday evening between 10

& 11 o'clock two of the boys went to carry it to him. He had

retired but his wife had not when the bell was rung and he

heard footsteps retreating somewhat hastily. He supposed it

was a trick which was somewhat common in the neighborhood

of ringing and running away. It was repeated again and a

third time when the prof somewhat wrathy at this wanton dis-

turbance of his nocturnal felicities determined to chastise the

offenders. So he arose and partially dressed himself and armed

with a stick of wood took his station at the hall door. The

ring was repeated louder if not merrier than before and off he

started in pursuit and chased them the length of two sides of

a square when he overtook and collared one of the boys. Sat-

isfactory explanations were made and the prof returned to find

a fine turkey hanging to his door knob.

Tuesday 25th Yesterday evening Geo. D. Pren-

tice lectured to us on the subject of American Statesmanship.

He commenced with the proposition that if it was a work of

great wisdom to found States it required much more wisdom
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to guide them afterwards.

He then laid down what he considered as the necessary

qualifications of the Statesman among which were patriotic

integrity, moral courage, sagacity, fertility of resource & exten-

sive political knowledge. He then went on to show that these

qualifications were sadly deficient in our politicians and gave

them a most severe scourging. He scarcely allowed them a

single redeeming feature.

Monday, Feb. 7th On Saturday evening Chum

and myself engaged Mr. Carpenter's team and the girls and

took a sleigh ride of five or six miles and back.

Monday, Apr. llth Junior Exhibition took place

on the evening of the 29 ult. Medical Commencement came

off the next day and we had a short vacation for the remain-

der of the week. I wished to go to Ypsilanti but not having

money enough to pay my fare did not go. Students are leaving

college now very fast. Hard times appears to be the principal

reason. I would leave if I could find anything to do which

would pay much of anything.

I should like to spend about six months from this time in

teaching or something else at which I might earn enough to

carry me through the next year. I think it is probable that I

shall be obliged to be absent part of next year.

Thurs. May 12 On Thursday college exercises

were suspended on account of the public ceremonies of the

dedication of a new cemetery. A fair procession was formed

of the various citizens and city officials, Odd Fellows, Free

Masons, Fire & Military Companies, Teachers & pupils of the

different schools. The students of the University did not join

in a body as had been arranged on account of a mistake or

defect in the directions. On Monday eve I attended a tem-

perance lecture by I. Vinton of Wis. There is a movement on

foot to establish a temperance society in the place.

npUESDAY, JUNE 28th A large number of the
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